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£h/G 2l April 1957

:Chief, D/GG

Chief, GG/F

G0/F Comments on "Regional Distribution of Economic Activity in
Commanist China” (ORR Project 10,831)

1. In genersl, GG/F feels that the incorporation of pertinent infor-
mation on the yeglooel economic geogrephy of Chine dnd the subsequent
mﬂaﬁmn of the repart have resulted in a product considersbly superior

in cuntent end organizetion to the originsl treatment eccorded this topic
in Chepter ¥ of the ORR coniribution to NIE 13-57. of working

level coordination betveen || RNz A/F end of this 25X1A9a

Braoch, we feel that the report in its present form substentially elim-
inates QG/F’& cobjections to ERA's original treatment of the subject
except for the following speciffic camuents:

2. Pege 2, line 8 end pege 26, parsgraph C: ‘north-south
geogrephlc projection of ecoromic regione" does not coavey & clear-cut
econception of the geographic relstionships involved. Perheps s clearer
regtatement of line 8, pege 2, would be: "Within the latitudinal
&ligrment of Chins's aeonomic regions from north to south, more than..
?ﬁi& initisel sentence in peragraph C, page 26, might be reworded as

ovE}:

"Wherees China's comstal and inland aress ave
asgentially eligned longitudinally fram esst

to weat, the Chinese Communist economic regions
stbstantially reflect the latitudinal reletionship of
China's plailne, mountainsg and rivers.”

b, Prge Si Since the 10 “"economic regions" consist of group-
W:Lngs of enktire provinces, the “regions"” are most closely integrated
with the fomel adminlsirative set-up. Methodologieally, "economie,
gecgrephic and cultursl regions” should be defined by a concordasnce
of those phencmwens within the regional bounderies, The 10 "economic
regions” Qo not do thet. It is therefore suggested that the proviacial
basis of the ragiaaa be explicitly steted. For exemple, pege 5, line L4
mig‘ht read, M the regions constituting this system sre only
vinces, they sre resmsonsbly well~integrated from the

- @, Page 8, line 11: Statement 1s not entirely true.

Mountaing are chiefly gress-covered or berren. "Dense woods" ar
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- Jehol Mountsins snd ﬁhe southern two-thirds of the CGrester Khingen Or)},
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dioeated principally to the north end northeast oi"‘ the Maschurisn Plain,
In the south, of course, is the Gulf of Limobung,

€, It is hoped that the initial effort represented by the present
report will be followed by equally ueeful attempis to explore, delimit,
end enslyze regionsiler in Commnist China, with psrticuler eghesis
on the direction and cxient of imtre-reglonal industrisl cuncentraticn
or digpersal as well ss inter-regional ecuncaie relationshine.,
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